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IL'rom ** Friendship’s Offering.”’
COURTSHIP.
“Oh Laura! will nothing I bring thee
E'er sofien those looks of disdain 1
Ave ihe songs ol affection [ sing thee
. Alldosmed to besung thee in vain !
I offer thee, fairest and dearest,
A trensure the richest-I'm worth;
I eTer thee love, the sincerest,
‘i'he warmest ¢’er glowed upon enpth 7"

But the maiden, a havghty look flinging,

Said, ¢ Cease my compaszsion o move ;
Fuor_I'm not very partial to singing !

And they’re poor whose sole treasure is love!"

“ My name will be sounded in story;
1 offer thee, dearvest, my name :

I have fought in the proud tield of glory !
O, Laura, come share in wy fame !

I liring thee a soul that adores thee,
And loves thee wherever thou art,
Which thrilis as it= tribute it poure thee

Of tenderness fresh fiom the heart.”
But the maiden =aiil, *cense to importune ;
Give Cupid the vze of his wings:

Ab, Fame's buta piaful foriune— {error or deficiency in the same, they too
And hearts are such valueless things!' | frequently forget the dignity and propriety

*.Oh, Lavra, forgive, if I've spoken

T'oo boldly '—nay tnrn not away — , son of the author, instead of his works, T
By wiicle e ity to-dust consider it is pretty good evidence that a

My uucle, the nabioli—who tended
My youth with affectivnnte care,
My manhoud who kindly befriended—
1"

1Lis—Jlied—and—has—!eft— me—his—heir!” |
!

Forany heart with afiliction is broken— 1
!

And the maiden said, * Weep not, sincerest!
My heart has been yours all along :

Oh! hearts are of treasures the dearest—
Do, Edwaid, go on with your song.” |

: o —_ ——————
PHILOSOPHICAL DEBATING SOCIETIES. |

Philosophical debating societies, proper- |
ly arranged and conducted, are very im-
portant, especially in a free country., They |
are schools of reason, where the human
mind is cultivated and expanded, and men |
taught to arrange their ideas, and to speak
in public without diffidence or hesitation ; |
and, above all, where men are learned to |
govern their passions—without which no
man can reason. One may passionate or
opinionate, but without cool and deliberate |

ison of proved, self-evident or acknowl-
edged facts.

reflection, men seldom compare lhmgs COI= | ing preparations for a speech, it has sometimes been

rectly 3 and reasoning is simply a compar- |
| &e., are generally studied and
| natwithstanding the parties would often coutend they

The art of reasoninff, is the laboring of
! the mind, and which.frequently requires
]'lung and painful exertions, to produce a
meritorious result.
When men make able speeches, or com-
munications, on extensive and important
subjects, apparently on sudden emergen-
cies, it seldom or never happens, without
 previous study and arrangement.*
' Legislators generally commence making
' memorandums and arrangements for de-
| bating leading subjects, in which they in-
t tend to take an active part, as soon as they
(are elected, or preparing for a session.—
| The substance of the general arguments or
ipleadiugs in law, are not only familiar to
experienced lawyers, but they always make
| botes and arrangements beforehand, of the
| substance, at least, of matter for arguments
| on important subjects.
i Mankind are generally stimulated to ar-
' gument, by a desire to gain information, to
. cenvince others, or to display their learn-
| ing or talents, or to hear themselves prate.
{ An early habit of reasoning, philosophi-
| cally, on useful subjects, and drawing prac=
j tical conclusions, is often productive of im=
| portant benefits to the world of mankind,
~as well as to the individual thus early in-
|structed. The human mind, without being
i early directed in this proper course, wan-
" ders, and becomes feeble and irresolute, or
| wild and frivolous.
I To wrifle or jest, in reply to serious or
| just argument, evinces want of decency,
land alack of sense, as well as a deficiency
"in argument.
When men are desperately intent on op=-
| position to the works or arguments of oth-
lers, and are nnable to point out any actual

of their own conduct, by attacking the per-

man’s works are sound and good, when
those who wish to oppose them, have to
look somewhere else for something to satisfy
their hostility.

The members of such societies should
generally commit to writing the main sub-
stance, at least, of their intended remarks.
They should always be permitted to read
all or any part of what they had to offer in
debate before the society.

Any society of young men, associated
for intellectual criticisms and improvement,
would derive great benefit by reading their
own wrilten essays, criticisms, or produc-
tions on any useful subject; and also by
reading picces of their selection from news-
papers, books, or other publications ; with
a general freedom of numbers remarking
upon the same.

* When legislators have retired a day or two mak-
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are pure, the bearer’s will be clad in sun< | distance is about a thousand feet to a pulsa-
beams ; if revengeful, in the color of the |tion.
noxious miasms; if polluted with any of | That is a wonderful mechanism by
the b:.tser passions, invested in the hue ap- | which we are made acquainted with the
propriate to pourtray it. i thoughts of others. Sounds introduced
. In a word, the manner in which sound {iuto the ear glide along numerous cavities,
13 propagated, has been justly compared to | follow a multitude of windings, during
( the circular waves which spread from the | which they put in play various wonderful !
central point, where a stono is thrown into | cantrivances, and experience different re- ur
the _water. The vibrations of sonorous | flections before they arrive at the soul, and
bodies create similar waves, which, as they | bring it acquainted with what is passing in
expand, communicate sound onward until the mind ofanother. The correspondence
they meet the ear. [ established between the nerves of the
To convince you that air is a vehicle of mouth and the ear, isa part of this surpris-
sound, it is only necessary to repeat a well ing symmetrical arrangement for a certain
known experiment. The sound of a pen- cod.  * It is admirable,’ says Willis, ¢ that
du_lum, striking a bell in the exhausted re- | the voice in accord with the hearing, is, so
ceiver of anair-pump, grows feebler in pro- 1o say, its echo; and that what we hear
_portion as the air is exhausted. You still | by means of one of these sets of nerves, the
see the wheels move, and the hammer | voice expresses by the other.’
strike.  But the silent bell no longer re-  The varied forms of the ears of animals,
peats the hours. \Who can imagine the | would alone make the subject of a very
horrible silence which would prevail in a  curious book. The ass poiuts his, like a
world without air!  The higher we ascend  horn, in the direction whence the sound is
mountains, the more rare the air becomes ; | heard.  That of the timid hare is of won-
and in the same proportion air loses its ' derful structure, and serves him, if I may
force. Naussure fired a pistol on the sum- so say, to reconnoitre the enemy. The
mit of Mont Blanc, and only heard a feeble ' mole, plunged in his obscure passages of
report like that of the breaking or a walk- the earth, has no need of keen sight. But
ing stick. On the contrary, the deeper 'to warn him of the approach of enemies,
we descend into the earth, the heavier is | he possesses hearing of exquisite delicacy ;
the air, and the louder is sound heard.— | and that the ears may not be obstructed by
Father Kircher aflirms, that in the wells of earth, they have, for a second covering, a
Falda, which are of immense depth, astone slight membrane, which the little miner
falling on their bottom produces a report | has the power to open or close at will.
like that of a cannon. "Fhe intensity of | The feeble and timid animals have the
the sound results from the pressure of the | sense of hearing in much higher perfection,

rate as from the tense surface of a drum.— | Hares, rabbits, gazelles, rats, moles, and
Morland, Kircher, and Poxta, each claims  fawns, distinguish the most distant sounds,
to be the inventor of the speaking trumpet. [and their ear seems to be all nerve, Bats

air in these depths, causing it to reverbe- | than those that are strong and fierce.— |-

Neither, however, did more than restore
to use a forgotten instrument. Grecian |
history makes mention of the famous trum-
pet of Alexander the Great, with which he |
collected his dispersed army, issued his or- |
ders, and proclaimed his purposes as if in |
presence of each individual soldier.

The mechanical formation of speech
merils a moment’s attention. « The glottis
is an oval cleft, by which the air passes in-
to the lungs. Thegloutis presents two lips,
the movements of which, more or less close,
produce all sounds, from the gravest to the
most acute. Thus, by a mechanism like
the turning hammer of an instrument, the
sound of specch is formed before it reach=
es the mouth.

The manner in which sound is commu-
nicated, will enable you to comprehend the
cause of echos. When the waves of air
encounter an obstacle, there is a repercus-
sion of the sound emitted ; that is to say,
the waves are reflected, and the undula-
tions carry back the sound to the point

hypocritically reported or pretended, that they were
:m:t or indisposed! Addresses delivered at ableg,
repared beforehand,

An early habit of debating, with regu- | were taken by surprise !

larity and decorum, enables men to express
themselves with correctness and ability, in |
their own private conversation.

It will very readily be foreseen that
those who make a profession of public
speaking will be interested against the es- |
tablishment and usefuluess of such socie- |

From Flint's Lectures on Natural History.
AIR, ACOUSTICS.

In this lecture I shall consider the air
in some of its relations with physics, chem-
istry, and npatural history. The fluid, in
the midst of which we are always plunged,

ties ; but aobject of such immense impor- | and which preserves life and vital heat to

tance to the rising generation cannot, it is |
presumed, be defeated by a comparative |
few. What a scene for contemplation |
would it afford the patriot, philanthropist,
and philosopher, to see such societies form- |

ed in every considerable town or village in

the Union, and regularly attended, at con- |

venient and stated periods, by the respect-
uble young men of the vicinity, and sub-
jects of interest and utility discussed, with
becoming manliness, order and decorum!
These schools of reason would be culti-
vating and testing, as it were, the talents of
the whole youth of the nation, and qualify-

all beings, answers the additional impor-
tant purpose of rendering human thought
audible. Had not the air possessed the
capacity of sonorous vibrations, nature
would have been destined to perpetual si-
lence.

We have ceased to consider the air, as
the ancients did, as one of the simple un-
| changeable elements. Though its particles

are too subtle to be apprehended by the
eye, it has not escaped the beantiful anal-
vsis of Lavoisier and modern chemistry.—
We have remarked, that its principles have
been discovered. It has been decompos-

ing them for various eminent and useful sta- | ed and recomposed, and its idifferent phe-

tions in life.

' nomena have become the basis of the most

The aftendance on such meetings would | valuable discoveries.

soon take the place of idle, expensive, and
vitiating amusements ; and not only enable
the common people to speak in public with
confidence and ability, on their own pri-
vate concerns, as occasion might require,
but ultimately raised up more Franklins,
and republican worthies. We should then
see, after a while, respectable farmers and
mechanics, qualified for every station in
the Union ; and be enabled to choose our
public officers, from among the people, and
not from among tke lawyers, as we now do,
for the most part.

In learning to debate or reason on exten-
sive subjects, with ability, the youth should
carry a memorandufh book, and enter his
ideas, whenever they occur to him as bril-
fiant or useful on any subject.
fiabit, the mind is disencumbered of- the
task of retaining the fiuits of former labors,
and left free to range for new matter ; and,
by reading over or reviewing our own
thoughts, at leisure intervals, the mind is
enabled to refine and preserve its own

productions, for useful and eminent occa- |

jons. A memorandum book thus be-
c"l;es, as it were, the storehouse of delib-
er™,n, to which the original possessor
ma} ort for the resources of his mind,

and 1t .
. y often command a victory,
ng‘l:?}‘% immediate labor.

rite correctly, makes more
ienti®n the mind, by far,
en debating without
“gemplation and ar-

ractical i':l"
than reading,
potes or previo
rangement.

- . . '\.

By this |

. thought of the speaker.

| The ancient philosophers, Anaximines,
| Diogenes of Apollonia, and Archelaus,
'held air to be the entire principle of nature,
‘and even the Creator of all shings. Their
visionary hypothesis was sustained by one
beautiful analogy. The Creator, like the
|air, is invisible, and is known only by the
life he imparts, and the benefits he diffuses.
| Air is the vehicle of sound, without
'which the voice of sympathy and friend-
 ship would never have explained to one
“heart what was passing in another. The
, diffusion of sound is not like that of the
‘aroma of flowers to which it has been com-
'pared. The flower wastes by diffosion’;
'but the striking of a clock takes nothing
| from the body stricken. Ifyou touch the
strings of a harp, their vibration communi-
| cates a corresponding one te the contigu-
jous air. The arial waves of vibration
'spread like those of water, until the trem-
| ulous movement reaches the tympanam of
'the ear: and sound is this vibration, as
perceived by the mind.

It hardly requires that you should pos-
sess the temperament of poetry to imagine,
that in the air yon possess a multitude of
| sylphs, always at hand to convey your or-
|ders. Coutinually occupied in gathering
|up your thoughts, as.soon as you give vo-
i cal utterance to them, they sail away to re-
! peat it to the hearer. Such is their fleet-
| ness, that they traverse a thousand feet in
ta second. “We may naturally view these
'airy beings, as taking the color of the
If your thoughts

whence it departed. Vaults of an ellipti-
cal figure have a singular property. Let
the vault be of great span, two persons
plaeced at the two foci of the ellipse, can
converse with each other before a crowd
of spectators witheut being overheard,—
The undulations mové in the line of their
natural tendency ; and echo alone remains
in the confidence. There was an echo of
this sort in the great church of Agrigentum
in Sicily. If we may credit Brydone, this
phenomenon, for a long time unknown to
the multitude, was the cause of many ad-
vontures. The persons, who came to con-
fession, were placed at one focus of the
ellipse. Persons in the secret of the echo
placed themselves at the other, where they
lost not a word either of the confussions of
the penitent, or the avarice of the cunfes-
sor. In this way the most secret intrigues
were speedily divulged. There was no
talk in the city, but of fortunate lovers, and
the misadventures of unhappy husbands.—
The ladies, afirightened at the terrible ce-
lebrity of their loves, chunged both their
lovers and confessors. But the new in-
trigue was cqually followed by a new de-
velopement. Finally, the church of Agri-
gentum became the palace of truth; and
perhaps there would not have remained a
single happy family in the city, if chance
had not discovered the mischievous inven-
tion of the architect. The confessional
was arranged in another part of the church,
and every thing returned to its customary
order. You have, no doubt, read the
touching anecdote of the two lovers, whose
parents lived on the opposite sides of a
river ; and, irreconcilably hostile to each
other, rigidly interdicted the intercourse of
iheir children. The constant lovers dis~
covered the secret that sound communicat-
ed to one extremity of the bridge, on the
principle just recited, was conveyed to an
ear placed on 1he other extremity. By
these means they conversed across the riv-
er; and the slightest whisper of love, pro-
nounced on one shore, was swallowed by
the listening and confidential ear on the
other. I need only udd, that their ingenu-
ity and fidelity met its rewurd:

A phenomenon of another kind takes
place at the castle of S8imonette, near Mi-
lan. The slightest chords there produce
the effect of a numerous cencert. The
castle has two great wings reared, the one
in front of the other, and is adorned with a
prodigious number of fulse windows. The
architect has disposed them with so much
art, that they reverberate sounds as mir-
rors multiply the light of a lamp.

The rapidity of sound being accurately
calculated, we can know very unearly the

| that have a very feeble sight are provided

with great eurs, the sensibility of which is
so exquisite, that by the impression of the
air alone upon them, they are aware when'
they are approaching a body, and never
strike it even in the greatest darkness.—
The rhinoceros and hippopotamus, who
only see in the twilight, have hearing in
great perfection ; while the cat, the lynx,
the lion and tiger, have eyes keener of per-
ception, in proportion as their hearing is
more obtuse,

Birds have no external curtains to their
pars. These would have augmented the
weight of their head, and would have im-
peded the swiftness of their flight. But
they are indemnified by an intérior appa-
ratus of hearing, which, in most birds, is of
great size.

We might pursue these details of adap-
tation and harmony in the noctarnal birds,
such as the gray owl, the screech owl, and
other birds of that class; and in various

next in a distant city as if he had dropped

large birds that live upon the land, as the
cassowary and ostrich; and equally in
those carnivorous birds that perch upon
trees and old walls.

But, to return to man, what a sublime
harmony between the air, the ear, and the

soul ; between an invisible fluid and the
wants of a feeble creature, who is great and

happy only by means of thought. Nothing
furnishes a more impressive example of
great results from trivial causes, than the
fact that a little air, put in motion by the
mouth, is the cause of peace and war; of
the one, when proceeding from a master-
spirit of ambition and cruelty ; of the oth-
er, when inspiring good will among the na-
tions from the mouth of Penn and Fenelon.

It transcends my plan to speak, in con-
clusion, of that delightful form of sound,
music—soothing pain, exulting joy, and
furnishing the most delightful anticipations
of that heaven, of the purest joys of which
music is supposed to constitute so essential
a part,

Pleasantry in the Senate.—Mr. Tyler
of Virginia, in his speech to the Senate last
week, said he was somewhat in the situa-
tion of the Senator from Maine, (Mv.
Holmes) who says he finds himsell with
strange bed fellows, and wonders how he
became so thick with them. It was singu-
lar indeed, that the Senator should support
and resist the measure of the present Pre-
sident.  He had himself given the adminis-
tration ‘as liberal a support as it reasonubly
could deserve, but could not go quite so
far as the Senator from Maine in approba-
tion of its principles and measures. The
Senator from Tennessee, (Mr. Grundy,)
with whom he had recently acted, had
gone over to association with the Senator
from Maine. There was many years an
existing copartnership, under the firm of
“ James Madison, Felix Grundy, John
Holmes, and the Devil.”” About two years
ago, the copartners called for a division of
profits, The Senator from Teongssee
withdrew his name, and that of the senior
partaer from the firm, declaring that they
would have nothing more to do with the
rest of the concern, and trusting that his
Satanic Majesty would take good care of
the other partner. He would like to know
if the old firm was renewed and still in bu-
siness ?

Mr. Holmes begged the Semator from
Virginia to yield the floor while he correct-
ed a slight error which the gentleman had
made in his statements relative to the af-
fairs of the firm. The original firm was
« James Madison, Felix Grundy, and the
Devil.” The Senator fiom 1Tennesseo
withdrew and inserted my nawe, leaving
me and his Satanic Majesty to manage the

distance at which the lightning-siroke falls.
Count thé number of strokes of the pulse

between the flash and the report. Tlael

concerns of the irm. If the Senator from
Virginia wishes to know how the concern

e e ey T

stands at present, he would inform him that
his S.atanic Majesty had gone over to the
Nullifiers, and much about the same time
with the Senator from Virginia.

Mr. Tyler resumed. e had conclud-
ed that his Satanic Majesty had obtained a
complete mastery over the whole’concern §
for he should show that nothing but the
workings of his spirit could have produced
such a bill as this.

e

What an example does the (ollowing sKetch give 1o
another Viee President of the United Statés, whiil
lately high in the confidence of hiscountrymen! It iy
we believe from a New-York paper:

AMBITION BLASTED.

Every one acquainted with the public
men of our country, must know something
of Aaron Burr, of N. York, once Vice
President of the United States. His his-
tory exhibits a striking instance of blasted
ambition. Ofamost persuasive eloquence *
and bland manuers, with a deep knowledge
of the human heart, Aaron Burr looke
forward in his earlier days to the hi Gs
offices and distincticns of the republic.—
He had attained the highest but one, But
before his dark and searching eye there
stood one obstacle to his ascent; it was
Hamilton.” The illustrious Hamilton,.Who .
had weathered the storms of the revolusion,
by the side of Washington, and who had
suved the nation in her councilsthat Wash-
ington saved by his sword and Fabian prus
dence,—was a patriot too incorruptible to
look coldly on and see the rise of an une
principled spirit, whose intellectual capa=
city only equalled his want of principle,—
To the eye of Hamilion, Burr was in poli-
tics what Benedict Arnold was in the field ;
and his opposition to his designs, partook
of that keen and stern character whieh ev=
er made Hamilton so terrible to the ene- ;
mies of the true rights of his country.

They met at length, on ** the dark and
bloudy ground,” about two miles above
Hoboken, on the Jersey shore, opposite
New-York, Hamilton fell—and as he fell,
the earthly prospects of Burr darkened in
thick-ribbed gloom.

Immediately after this catastrophe, the
conduct of Burr began to extite attentiom:
He frequently took sudden and rapid and
distant journies, disguised so as not to be
known on‘the road. One week he woul
be seen in his office in New-York—an

from the clouds. It was at first supposed
that he was suffering the agonies of re:
morse for the murder of Hamilton; but
the eye of government soon detected thd
preparation for some design of violence.
Aims and men had been gathered at dif=
ferent points, either, for a_division of the
United States, or fora descent upon Mex:
ico—or for both bbjects blended. He was
arrested in the remote west, and carried in
irons' for maby hundred iles through o
tountry, over whose Senate he had presid:
‘ed as the second officer of government, to
place designed for his trinl, He wasg
ed of the charge of treason, but tho
irreversible sentence of public opinion ha
gone forth against him.
wanderer in. n, lands.
Over a few vf 1hese vagrant years of his
life a deep obscurity rests. He returhed;
however, to New-York, the scene of his
former glorious aspirations. Here he has
spent his life with bat little notice or diss
tinction; and without any more influence
over the public mind, than if he had beeun
frozen into a statue of stone the moment
that he sent the death shot to the bosom of
Hamilton,

et

Reminiscence.~It was T think on the
22nd of February, 1815, that the glad ti-
dings of a retrn of peace reached this
towns and in celebration of the event a
lofty arch of evergreens was erected, ex-
tending from the Rising Sun Tavern, (how
Commercial Ilotel,) to the opposite side of
the street. In the evehing, the tows was
illuminated, and there were suspended
from the top of this arch, in the form of a
triangle, woeden boxes representing the
United States. The name of a Siate was
painted in large letters, on the white paper
which formed the front of each box, and
the whole when illuminated produced a
grand effect. A large concourse of people
were viewing the triangle as it moved to
and fro by a gentle current of air, when
unexpectedly one.of the boxes took - fire,
and was folowed at intervals by severul
others, * I was abont nine years of age at
that time, and it is fiemly impressed on my
memory, that when the first box was in a
blaze, the exclamation was eral.—
“ There goes South Carolina.”—Salem p.

Sensibility of mind, und fineness ofﬁ:L;
ings, are always the attendauts of true gen
ius. ‘These, which by themselves constis

churmed with beauty and di i
every kind of deformity. #m, there--
fore, mh is amiable in the eyes of our
enemics, must have additional charms for
those whuse susceptibility of beauty is
more delicate and refined ; and vice, whi

is naturally loathsome, must appear ua-
commonly odious to these who are uncom-

T e

the most hongrable characteristic

manity.

He became &

tute a good heart, when joined to a good -
head, natarally give a greater tendeacy to,

virtoe than to vice: for they are .nﬁ v
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